LOS ANGELES CENTER FOR ENRICHED STUDIES (LACES) MAGNET

2009-2010 PROPOSED HIGH SCHOOL ELECTIVES

(Class offerings will depend upon staffing and student interest)

All classes listed are annual
ART DEPARTMENT (VISUAL ARTS) 
Introduction to Art: High School: Grades 9-12; No Prerequisite; Meets “F” Requirement

This is an introduction to art.  Students will acquire skills in drawing, painting, and crafts while exploring fine art, commercial art, perspective, figure drawing, color, art history, and the principles of good designs.
Calligraphy: Grades 9-12. No prerequisite; Meets “F” Requirement

This course is designed to teach the basics of calligraphy and explore the concepts of visual, verbal and written forms while mastering the art of beautiful writing. This course helps students develop technical as well as aesthetic skills as they practice lettering and complete creative projects demonstrating their acquired calligraphic skills. Professional uses of calligraphy will also be explored.
Ceramics 1AB: Grades 9-12. Prerequisite: Introduction to Art HS; Meets “F” Requirement

Students will acquire knowledge of form, volume and space relationships by constructing hand-built and wheel-thrown forms in clay. An emphasis will be placed on safety and personal and cultural expression in ceramic media. Contemporary artistic practices and the social history of ceramics will be discussed. 
Ceramics 2AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Completion of Ceramics 1AB or Instructor consent; Meets “F” Requirement

This course is a continuation of Ceramics 1AB allowing students to expand upon previously learned concepts and ideas involving form, volume and space relationships. Students will be introduced to the potter’s wheel and further explore ceramic materials and processes. Focus will be on wheel throwing techniques and processes with an emphasis on personal and cultural expression in ceramic media. The course will include research and discussion of contemporary artistic practices in ceramics and the social history of ceramic art.

Ceramics 3AB//Sculpture 1AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Completion of Ceramics 2AB; Meets “F” Requirement

This course will focus on selected studies in ceramics with an emphasis on individualized creative experimentation with materials and techniques. Methods and processes will be selected from handbuilding, extruding, wheel throwing and mixed-media. Students will have the opportunity to begin building their 3-D Portfolios for future Advanced Placement 3-D Art.
Ceramics 4AB/Sculpture 2AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Completion of Ceramics 2AB/Sculpture 1AB or Instructor consent; Meets “F” Requirement

This is an advanced course with an emphasis on individualized creative experimentation with materials and techniques. Methods and processes will be selected from handbuilding, extruding, wheel throwing and mixed-media. Students will have the opportunity to begin building their 3-D Portfolios for future Advanced Placement 3-D Art.
Digital Imagery/Photography AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Introduction to Art: High School; Meets “F” Requirement

This course emphasizes the use of a 35mm camera as well as a digital camera. Students will learn how to use both types ofl cameras to obtain images and explore their artistic expression as well as their individual style through assignments including self portraits, abstraction, photojournalism and various forms of photo manipulation.
Drawing 1AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Introduction to Art High School; Meets “F” Requirement

This course is designed to enable students to gain knowledge of the elements of art and principles of design through observational drawing. This introductory course, emphasizes the development of students’ skills and knowledge to improve object representation using value, shape, line and composition. This course is centered on the study of drawing in historical and contemporary times and the aesthetic criteria relevant to its understanding and appreciation. Students develop the rudimentary tools necessary to analyze their visual environment and prepare for advanced classes and career possibilities in the visual arts
Painting 1AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Introduction to Art HS; Meets “F” Requirement

This course provides students with the opportunity to explore color theories, painting styles, past and present and a variety of medial tools. Students will increase their technical proficiency using watercolor, tempera, and acrylic paint. They will paint portraiture, landscapes, and still-life compositions from objects and patterns observed in the natural environment.

Painting 2AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Completion of Painting 1AB or Instructor approval; Meets “F” Requirement.

This course is a continuation of Painting 1 and expands upon the student’s prior knowledge and abilities to improve their technical proficiency using watercolor, tempera, and acrylic paint. Students may begin to work on portfolios to submit when enrolled in AP Studio Art: 2-D Design.
*Advanced Placement Art History: Grades 9-12 and instructor’s consent; Meets “F” Requirement 

This AP course is an introductory college-level art history survey. It is designed to develop an understanding and knowledge of diverse historical and cultural contexts of architecture, sculpture, painting and other media. Students examine and critically analyze major forms of artistic expression from the past to the present from a variety of cultures. It emphasizes understanding works of art within their historical contexts by examining issues such as politics, religion, patronage, gender, function and ethnicity. It also teaches students visual analysis of works of art.

*Advanced Placement Studio Art, Drawing: Grades 10-12 and instructor’s consent; Meets “F” Requirement

The Drawing Portfolio is designed to address a very broad interpretation of drawing issues and media. Light and shade, line quality, rendering of form, composition, surface manipulation and illusion of depth are drawing issues that can be addressed through a variety of means, including painting, printmaking, mixed media, etc. Abstract, observational and inventive works may demonstrate drawing competence. Students must submit a portfolio of work for evaluation in May. 
*Advanced Placement Studio Art, 2-D Design: Grades 11-12 and instructor’s consent; Meets “F” Requirement

The Advanced Placement Studio Art, 2-D Design program makes it possible for highly talented and motivated high school students to perform art at a college level. Students demonstrate mastery of 2-D design through any 2-D medium or process including, but not limited to, graphic design, digital imaging, photography, collage, fabric design, weaving, illustration, painting and printmaking.  Students concentrate on exploring the principles of design (unity/variety, balance, emphasis, contrast, rhythm, repetition, proportion/scale, figure/ground relationships) articulated through the visual elements (line, shape, color, value, texture, space) which help guide artists in making decisions about how to organize the elements on a picture plane in order to communicate content. Students must submit a portfolio of work for evaluation in May 

COMPUTER DEPARTMENT (APPLIED TECHNOLOGY)
Computer Programming 1AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Introduction to Computers; Meets “G” Requirement

This is an introductory class in computer programming designed to teach JAVA programming at an introductory level. Students will learn the programming skills necessary in today’s world and be able to advance to the Computer Programming 2AB.

Computer Programming 2AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Computer Programming 1AB or Instructors consent; Meets “G” Requirement


This course expands upon the skills learned in Computer Programming 1AB. Students will become more efficient and adept in the languages used in Computer Programming and expand their skills related to the development of computer programs or parts of programs that correctly solve a given problem. They will learn to work with design issues to make programs understandable, adaptable and, when appropriate, reusable. 
Web Development and Design: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Teacher approval; Meets “F” Requirement

This course, as currently structured, is actually three (3) classes in one:

1) Web Development and Design: This portion of the class will be introduced to web page design and development through a series of online tutorials. These will include introductory courses in HTML, XHTML, JavaScript, CSS, and Critical Website Evaluation Criteria as well as an overview of currently accepted Web Standards as outlined by the World Wide Web Consortium. Students will build a variety of personal websites demonstrating the skill acquired from these tutorials. Students will be expected to complete a final Web project, incorporating and demonstrating the skills acquired through these tutorials.
2) LACES Website Administration: Students accepted for this section of the class will become Assistant Website Administrators for the LACES website. They will assist the LACES webmaster in administering and updating the school website.

3) Computer Technician: Students accepted for this section of the class will act as Student Computer Technicians for the school. As such, they will be trained to assist with the general setup, maintenance and repair of both computer hardware equipment and software throughout the school, including regular updating and upgrading of computer systems. These students may also assist in the administration of campus networks.

*Advanced Placement Computer Science AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Strong interest in computer programming, success in advanced Science or Math classes and at least one year of Java programming; Meets “G” Requirement

The AP Computer Science course is college-level course in computer science. A large part of the course is built around the development of computer programs or parts of programs that correctly solve a given problem. The course also emphasizes design issues that make programs understandable, adaptable and, when appropriate, reusable. Students will also prepare to take the AP Computer Science exam given in May.
DANCE DEPARTMENT (PERFORMING ARTS)
Beginning Dance/Choreography: Grades 9-12; Meets “F” Requirement

This course is designed to give a solid foundation in the understanding, appreciation, performance and historical significance of a variety of dance styles, including jazz, ballet, modern, hip hop, and musical theater performance. The class is teacher-directed for beginners and those who want to learn choreography. Students will explore, critique, and experience these dance forms while observing and discussing their impact on contemporary culture and the development of the arts. 
Intermediate Dance/Choreography: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Beginning Dance or Instructor approval; Meets “F” Requirement

This course serves as the continuation of the Beginning Dance/Choreography course, focusing and expanding on dance concepts and techniques, as well as the study of the history and major achievements in dance. This class is designed for those students who are more comfortable with dance technique and who want to create original choreography. In addition, students will continue to explore various dance styles as they learn to appreciate, create and critique a variety of dance forms.
DRAMA DEPARTMENT (PERFORMING ARTS) 

Acting for Film/TV: Grades 9-12; Meets “F” Requirement

This course will emphasize the basic acting techniques needed for the camera including auditioning and role preparation. Techniques covered will include screen acting, voice, movement, improvisation, analysis and interpretation of screenplays, TV and commercial storyboards. In addition, on-camera confidence will be stressed.
Advanced Acting/Play Production: Grades 9-12; Meets “F” Requirement

This course will emphasize classical and contemporary acting with an emphasis on scene study. This is an elective for those who love to perform. Students will become involved with all the basics of acting, effective speaking, and performing including pantomime, improvisation, and characterization along with the fundamentals of public speaking including oral presentation and oral interpretation of literature. This course culminates in a performance.

Drama: Grades 9-12; Meets “F” Requirement

This course is designed for those who want to learn about the basics of theater arts. Students will be exposed to all aspects of performing: pantomime, improvisation, and characterization. Students will learn how to interpret and perform short pieces (dramatic monologues, scenes, and speeches) in front of an audience.

Improvisational Theater: Grades 9-12; Meets “F” Requirement

Students will learn the basic techniques of improvisation and sketch comedy. The foundational skills of flexibility, creativity, and spontaneity will be emphasized along with the three cornerstones of improvisation: presence (the ability to focus on the task at hand), acceptance (acknowledgment of the situation as it is, rather than what might have been) and trust (the belief that the course of action taken will be successful, even if the outcome is uncertain).
Stage Design: Grades 9-12; Meets “F” Requirement

This course involves the study of design to develop the visual elements of a production such as setting and lighting, learning to construct and operate the technical aspects of scenery, light, audio, special effects and stage management. Students in this course are responsible for the technical support for theater, music and art productions
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
Creative Writing: Grades 11-12. Others must have teacher approval Meets “G” Requirement

The Creative Writing elective is an intensive high school-level writing workshop, recommended for 11th and 12th graders.  Students will write original drama, fiction and poetry, both independently and collaboratively; they will perform their work for peer and instructor critique; and they will read and analyze professional work. Successful students in this course will be motivated by their love for writing and will have the discipline to complete all assigned projects on time. The course will involve a lot of writing as well as fun.
*AP English Language and Composition: Grade 11; Prerequisite: Honors English 10 and Teacher Recommendation; Meets “B” Requirement

This college level course stresses the ability to write analytical and expository essays through construction of a thesis sentence, logical arrangement of ideas and adequate development of theme. Content includes analytical reading of materials that demand high level thinking skills and serve as models of effective style and diction. This course helps to prepare students for the required Advanced Placement Language and Composition Examination given in May.

*AP English Literature and Composition: Grade 12; Prerequisite: Honors English 11 and Teacher Recommendation or AP English Language and Composition; Meets “B” Requirement

This college-level course strengthens and refines English skills through intensive analysis of representative works of literature and through frequent writing and careful revision of themes on subjects that challenge both thought and language. This course helps to prepare students for the required Advanced Placement Examination English Literature and Composition given in May.
FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT

French 1AB: Grades 9-12; No prerequisite; Meets “E” Requirement

This course introduces students to French language and culture. It provides practice listening, speaking, reading and writing in French. Correct pronunciation and intonation are stressed. Basic language structures are introduced and the appreciation of the culture and customs of France is encouraged.
French 2AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: French 1AB or demonstrated proficiency and teacher approval; Meets “E” Requirement

This course reviews and expands the principle themes of French1AB. The major verb tenses are introduced and their application in a communicative context is practiced in group and individual written and oral presentations. Students will learn to communicate effectively and inquire about others as well as ask appropriate questions to solve simple problems of daily life.

French 3AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: French 2AB or demonstrated proficiency and teacher approval; Meets “E” Requirement

This level will complete the presentation of the grammatical structure of the language, enhance the patterns of the spoken language, and broaden the student’s language use. Aspects of the social, political, scientific, and cultural life of the countries where French is spoken are explored.
French 4AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: French 3AB or demonstrated proficiency and teacher approval; Meets “E” Requirement

This course further develops both aural and oral facility through more varied listening, speaking and reading activities. Students will grow in ability with respect to expressing themselves through writing essays, summaries, and independent projects. This course completes the study of basic language structures, while being enriched with cultural and historical information.

*Advanced Placement French Language AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: French 4AB and teacher approval. Summer work required; Meets “E” Requirement

This course is designed to develop all communication skills; listening, reading, speaking and writing at a college level of proficiency. The curriculum includes exposure to a variety of literary genres, expanded vocabulary, reading comprehension and correct usage of all grammatical structures. It prepares students for the College Board’s SAT II French Exam, as well as the French Language Advanced Placement Exam given in May.
Japanese 1AB: Grades 9-12: No Prerequisite; Meets “E” Requirement

This course introduces students to Japanese language and culture. It provides practice listening, speaking, reading and writing in Japanese. Correct pronunciation and intonation are stressed. Basic language structures are introduced and the appreciation of the culture and customs of Japan is encouraged.
Japanese 2AB: Prerequisite: Completion of Japanese 1AB or demonstrated proficiency and teacher approval; Meets “E” Requirement
.
This course reviews and expands the principle themes of Japanese 1AB. The major verb tenses are introduced and their application in a communicative context is practiced in group and individual written and oral presentations. Students will learn to communicate effectively and inquire about others as well as ask appropriate questions to solve simple problems of daily life.
Japanese 3AB: Prerequisite: Completion of Japanese 2AB or demonstrated proficiency and teacher approval; Meets “E” Requirement

This level will complete the presentation of the grammatical structure of the language, enhance the patterns of the spoken language, and broaden students’ language use. Aspects of the social, political, scientific, and cultural life of the countries where Japanese is spoken are explored.
Japanese 4AB: Prerequisite: Completion of Japanese 3AB or demonstrated proficiency and teacher approval; Meets “E” Requirement 

This course further develops both aural and oral facility through more varied listening, speaking and reading activities. Students will grow in ability with respect to expressing themselves through writing essays, summaries, and independent projects. This course completes the study of basic language structures, while being enriched with cultural and historical information.

*Advanced Placement Japanese Language and Culture: Grades 9-12
Prerequisite: Japanese 4AB and teacher approval. Summer work required; Meets “E” Requirement

This course is designed to develop all communication skills; listening, reading, speaking and writing at a college level of proficiency. The curriculum includes exposure to a variety of literary genres, expanded vocabulary, reading comprehension and correct usage of all grammatical structures. It prepares students for the College Board’s SAT II Japanese Exam, as well as the Japanese Language Advanced Placement Exam given in May.
Korean 1: Grades 9-12; No Prerequisite; Meets “E” Requirement

This course introduces students to Korean language and culture. It provides practice listening, speaking, reading and writing in Korean. Correct pronunciation and intonation are stressed. Basic language structures are introduced and the appreciation of the culture and customs of Korea is encouraged.
Korean 2: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Korean 1AB or demonstrated proficiency and teacher approval; Meets “E” Requirement

This course reviews and expands the principle themes of Korean 1AB. The major verb tenses are introduced and their application in a communicative context is practiced in group and individual written and oral presentations. Students will learn to communicate effectively and inquire about others as well as ask appropriate questions to solve simple problems of daily life.
Korean 3AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Korean 2AB or demonstrated proficiency and teacher approval; Meets “E” Requirement

This level will complete the presentation of the grammatical structure of the language, enhance the patterns of the spoken language, and broaden students’ language use. Aspects of the social, political, scientific, and cultural life of the countries where Korean is spoken are explored.
Spanish 1AB: Grades 9-12; No Prerequisite; Meets “E” Requirement

This course introduces students to Spanish language and culture. It provides practice listening, speaking, reading and writing in Spanish. Correct pronunciation and intonation are stressed. Basic language structures are introduced and the appreciation of the culture and customs of Spain and Spanish speaking countries is encouraged. Topics like family, friends, likes and dislikes are used in a communicative context.
Spanish 2AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Spanish 1AB or demonstrated proficiency and teacher approval; Meets “E” Requirement

This course reviews and expands the principle themes of Spanish1AB. The major verb tenses are introduced and their application in a communicative context is practiced in group and individual written and oral presentations. Students will learn to communicate effectively and inquire about others as well as ask appropriate questions to solve simple problems of daily life.

Spanish 3AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Spanish 2AB or demonstrated proficiency and teacher approval; Meets “E” Requirement

This level will complete the presentation of the grammatical structure of the language, enhance the patterns of the spoken language, and broaden the student’s language use. Aspects of the social, political, scientific, and cultural life of the countries where Spanish is spoken are explored.
Spanish 4AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Spanish 3AB or demonstrated proficiency and teacher approval; Meets “E” Requirement

This course further develops both aural and oral facility through more varied listening, speaking and reading activities. Students will grow in ability with respect to expressing themselves through writing essays, summaries, and independent projects. This course completes the study of basic language structures, while being enriched with cultural and historical information.

Spanish for Spanish Speakers 1: Grades 9-12; Native Spanish speaking; Meets “E” Requirement

This course is designed for the native speaker of Spanish or the accelerated non-native speaker who is comfortable with the Spanish language. Students will learn to speak and comprehend the Spanish language using proper grammar as required in the academic world. Reading and writing the language will be emphasized.
Spanish for Spanish Speakers 2: Grades 9-12: Prerequisite: Spanish for Spanish Speakers 1; Meets “E” Requirement

This course is designed for the native speaker or the accelerated non-native speaker. The course progresses at a quicker pace and in greater depth than Spanish 2. Oral comprehension, speech, reading and writing will be stressed. There will be an emphasis on past and future tenses. This course is designed to improve grammatical skills and focuses on the appreciation of a variety of literary genres. Major emphasis is given to the development of a standard usage of written Spanish.

*Advanced Placement Spanish Language AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Spanish 4AB and teacher approval. Summer work required; Meets “E” Requirement

This course is designed to develop all communication skills; listening, reading, speaking and writing at a college level of proficiency. The curriculum includes exposure to a variety of literary genres, expanded vocabulary, reading comprehension and correct usage of all grammatical structures. It prepares students for the College Board’s SAT II Spanish Exam, as well as the Spanish Language Advanced Placement Exam given in May
*Advanced Placement Spanish Literature AB: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Spanish 4AB and teacher approval. Summer work required; Meets “E” Requirement

This is a college level course designed to develop an appreciation of Spanish literature as well as further the analytical skills necessary to take the AP Spanish Literature exam in May. Students will read a wide variety of works by required authors, discuss, compare and contrast these works in class and write essays on various literary topics.
SOCIAL SCIENCES/ HISTORY DEPARTMENT
African American History: Grades 9-12; No prerequisite; Meets “B” Requirement

The major emphasis of this course is upon developing an understanding of the role and contributions of Black Americans to the growth and development of the United States. The course will investigate the historical significance of the Black Americans’ African origins and consider the historical background of this minority group as a people who began life in this nation as slaves to the current times with our country being led by the first African American President
Asian Studies: Grades 9-12; No prerequisite; Meets “A” Requirement

This course explores Asian history and culture (China’s Beijing Opera, Korea’s pansori tradition and Japanese Noh Theater) as well as social customs and conventions, through lecture and audio-visual presentation. The course emphasizes East Asia, focusing on China, Korea, Japan and Vietnam including the history and culture of each and their interconnection with the recent American past (beginning with the first large-scale influx of Chinese sojourners in the mid-nineteenth century, through Japan’s emergence from feudalism to its challenge of U.S. power in the Pacific, to the stalemate of the Korean and the Vietnam wars).

Introduction to Sociology: Grades 9-12; No prerequisite; Meets “G” Requirement

This course serves as an introduction to the field of Sociology, defined as, “The scientific study of human societies and human behavior in the many groups that make up a society.” This course will address this very broad field by discussing and examining major aspects/issues in society, such as: culture, structure, race and ethnicity, individual relationships, etc. This portion of the course will serve as an introduction to some of the major topics in Sociology, and is meant to help students gain a better understanding of how common aspects of society influence their lives. The second part of the course revolves around an individual scientific sociological study project.
International Relations: Grades 9-12; No prerequisite; Meets “G” Requirement

Too often the news media’s coverage of international events gives only a snapshot of a complex series of events which often date back decades. This class focuses on current events, with a particular emphasis on Asia, providing a historical and political background to such news stories as the growth of China’s economy and its impact on the West, the Chinese annexation of Tibet (now in its fiftieth year), the possible reunification of the two Koreas, North Korea’s ongoing nuclear weapons program, the dangers of a change of government in a nuclear-armed Pakistan (also its long conflict with India over the disputed state of Kashmir), the escalating war in Afghanistan and the resurgence of the Taliban, the current status of Al Quaeda, the continuing war in Iraq and the outlook for a new Middle East “road map” to peace.

Latin American and Mexican American Studies: Grades 9-12; No prerequisite; Meets “G” Requirement

This course is composed of two distinct parts. The first semester will be a survey of the history and geography of Latin America. The course includes the study of geography and its effects on the people and the study of the people themselves through their contributions, culture, government, and persistent problems. The course also develops understanding of current social, economic, and political problems facing Latin America and analyzes possible solutions of these problems. The second semester provides an overview of significant periods in the history of Mexico as a basis for establishing a greater understanding of the Mexican people and Americans of Mexican descent. The course includes Mexican and Mexican American contributions to the development of the United States, with special reference to the present. The course also covers the political, economic, social, and cultural history of Mexico and includes related current affairs.

Women In History: Grades 9-12; No prerequisite; Meets “G” Requirement

Women in History is a comprehensive survey course studying the accomplishments of women from the beginning of recorded history through to the current accomplishments of 21st century women. Students will study women’s accomplishments in history, politics, literature, math, science, music, art, entertainment, and the social and cultural aspects of life. Students have a text and will read two relevant novels each semester. Assessments include current events, critiques of films, literature worksheets, a term project, tests and quizzes.
*Advanced Placement Human Geography: Grades 11-12; Meets “A” Requirement

This course introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human social organization and its environmental consequences. They will also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their science and practice.

*Advanced Placement American Government: Grade 12; Completion of AP U.S. History recommended; Summer work required; Meets “A” Requirement

This course examines the Constitutional foundations of government, individual rights, political parties, campaigns and elections, the role of the media, and the legislative, executive and judicial branches of government. Students will prepare to take the AP U.S. Government exam given in May.

*Advanced Placement  Macroeconomics : Grades 11-12; Summer work required; Meets “G” Requirement

This is a one semester class taught in conjunction with Microeconomics designed to give students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both consumers and producers, within the economic system. Topics include Basic Economic Concepts, Measurement of Economic Performance, National Income and Price Determination, The Financial Sector, Inflation, Unemployment and Stabilization Policies, Economic Growth and Productivity, and International Trade and Finance. This course helps to prepare students for the required AP Macroeconomics Exam given in May.
*Advanced Placement Microeconomics: Grades 11-12; Summer work required; Meets “G” Requirement

This is a one semester class taught along with Macroeconomics designed to give students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to an economic system as a whole. Topics covered include The Data of Macroeconomics, The Real Economy in the Long Run, Savings, Investment and the Financial Sector, Unemployment, Money and Prices, Macroeconomics of an Open Economy, and Short Run Economic Fluctuations. This course helps to prepare students for the required AP Microeconomics Exam given in May.
Advanced Placement U.S. History: Grade 11; Summer work required; Meets “A” Requirement

This course is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in U.S. history. The course fulfills the U.S. History graduation requirement and covers the major events and themes of American History from the time of colonial settlement until the 1980’s. The course is designed to provide college-preparatory students with the factual knowledge and writing skills necessary to pass the U.S, History AP exam given in May. 

*Advanced Placement World History: Grade 10; Summer work required; Meets “A” Requirement

This course covers the time period from approximately 8000 B.C.E. to the present. The purpose of the course is to develop greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts in different types of human societies. It emphasizes relevant factual knowledge, leading interpretive issues, and skills in analyzing types of historical evidence. This course is designed to provide college-preparatory students with the factual knowledge and writing skills necessary to pass the World History AP exam given in May.
HOME ECONOMICS/CULINARY ARTS DEPARTMENT
Introduction to Food Services: Grades 9-12; No prerequisite; Meets “F” Requirement

This course emphasizes developing the knowledge and skills necessary to prepare students for jobs in the food service industries. Instruction is given in planning, selecting, purchasing, storing, preparing and serving food and food products in large quantities; nutritive values, quality control; safety precautions; sanitation regulations; and the use and care of commercial equipment. On-the-job training is provided through assignments in on-site facilities, the school cafeteria, or in community facilities.
Culinary Arts: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Introduction to Food Services; Meets “F” Requirement

This is an advanced level course for students interested in pursuing careers in the food service industries. Students will be given continued instruction in planning, selecting, purchasing, storing, preparing and serving food and food products in large quantities; nutritive values, quality control; safety precautions; sanitation regulations; and the use and care of commercial equipment. On-the-job training will be expanded to provide students with numerous opportunities to practice the skills necessary for a successful career.
MATH DEPARTMENT
Statistics and Probability: Grades 9-12; Prerequisites: For Seniors, Trig/Math Analysis; Others need Calculus AB either previously or concurrently; Concurrent enrollment will require approval from both the Statistics teacher and the Math chair; Meets “C” Requirement

This course introduces students to the main topics of statistics: exploratory analysis (graphical displays of data, summarizing and comparing distributions, exploring bivariate and categorical data), planning a study (methods of data collection, surveys, and experiments), probability (relative frequency, combining independent random variables, the Normal distribution and sampling distributions), and statistical inference (confidence intervals, hypothesis testing, and tests of significance). Statistics is not difficult from a mathematical point of view. However, many of its concepts appear strange and are initially difficult to master.

Trigonometry/Math Analysis: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Algebra 1, 2, and Geometry; Meets “C” Requirement

This course covers trigonometry and a variety of subjects in pre-calculus. It is a required course for calculus and will combine many of the trigonometric, geometric and algebraic techniques needed to prepare students for the study of calculus.
*Advanced Placement Calculus AB: Grades 10-12, or instructor’s consent. Prerequisite: B or better in Trig/Math Analysis. Summer work required; Meets “C” Requirement

This AP course is intended for students who have analytic reasoning skills and disciplined study habits with a thorough knowledge of Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, and Analytic Geometry. It is designed to give a solid grasp of knowledge in limits, differentiation, integration, applications of the definite integral, inverse functions, techniques of integration and to prepare students for the AP Calculus AB exam in May. 

*Advanced Placement Calculus BC: Prerequisite: C or better in Calculus AB or Completion of Trig/ Math Analysis with teacher recommendation. Summer work required; Meets “C” Requirement

This AP course is an extension of Calculus AB covering topics such as improper integrals, sequence and series, polar coordinates and parametric equations and vectors in the plane.  This course will prepare students for the AP Calculus BC exam in May.
*Advanced Placement Statistics: Prerequisite: Calculus AB either previously or concurrently. Concurrent enrollment will require approval from both the AP Statistics teacher and the Math department chair. Summer work required; Meets “C” Requirement

This course is a rigorous and thorough college-level course in Statistics. It covers the four basic thematic areas of Analyzing Data (looking for patterns and departures from patterns), Producing Data (observational studies and experiments), Probability and Random Variables (the foundation for inference), and Inference (conclusions with confidence). Statistics is a subject which does not require an enormous amount of mathematical sophistication; however, it is a difficult subject because many of the concepts encountered appear at first glance to be puzzling and counterintuitive. Successful completion of this course demands stamina and persistence, as the entire syllabus for the AP Statistics exam needs to be covered by mid-April. Those up to the challenge will be well prepared for the AP Statistics exam.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT (PERFORMING ARTS)
Choir:
 Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Requires an audition with Choir Teacher; Meets “F” Requirement

The course is geared toward performance and will emphasize music notation reading, sight-singing skills, and opportunities to perform.
Beginning Band: Grades 9-12 Prerequisite: Beginning winds or Instructor approval; ; Meets “F” Requirement

This course is a continuation of instrumental studies. It is designed to further develop the student’s musical skills, knowledge, expressiveness and playing technique. It is intended to prepare the student to enter the Advanced Band.
Advanced Band: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Music teacher’s signature; Meets “F” Requirement

Advanced Band emphasizes the development of technical skills and musical expression through the study of more challenging and varied music. Opportunities for solos and small ensembles are provided.
Jazz Ensemble: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Music teacher’s signature; Meets “F” Requirement

This is a select group of musicians who continue to develop their skills and musical expression through the study of challenging and varied music. Opportunities for solos and small ensembles are provided along with opportunities to perform for a variety of audiences.
Beginning Orchestra: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Beginning strings or Instructor approval; Meets “F” Requirement

The orchestra emphasizes the continuing development of the technique and expression for the string player. Music is selected from a wide range of periods and styles to give the students the broadest musical and cultural experience.
Advanced Orchestra: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Music teacher’s signature; Meets “F” Requirement

Advanced Orchestra emphasizes the development of technical skills and musical expression through the study of more challenging and varied music. Opportunities for solos and small ensembles are provided
*Advanced Placement Music Theory: Grades 10-12; Prerequisite: Interview and/or prescreening test required; Meets “F” Requirement

This course is designed to expand the student’s understanding of musical structure and compositional procedures through recorded and notated examples. It emphasizes listening skills, particularly those involving recognition and comprehension of melodic and rhythmic patterns, harmonic functions, small forms, and compositional techniques. Students will increase their fluency in reading musical notation and a strong grounding in music fundamentals, terminology, and analysis to prepare for the AP Music Theory exam given in May.
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
Zoology: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology with grade of C or better; Meets “D” Requirement

Zoology is the study of animals. This course will explore all of the major animal phyla with special focus on evolution, diversity of phyla and physiology. The course involves eight animal dissections, multiple hands-on activities and the LACES zoology project. The course involves college style lectures, extensive note-taking and 30-question exams given approximately every two weeks.

*Advanced Placement Biology: Grades 10-12; Prerequisite: Biology AB; Meets “D” Requirement

This course will develop the investigative laboratory approach to the study of living things, detailed study of living systems, the cell, and organizational levels, adaptive and nonadaptive changes, and interdependence of the organism and its environment. It is designed to be equivalent to a one-year introductory biology for biology majors at the college level and will prepare students for the AP Biology exam in May.
*Advanced Placement Environmental Science: Grades 11-12; Prerequisite: Must have completed Biology and Chemistry. Summer work required; Meets “D” Requirement

This course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the inter-relationships of the natural world to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. Students will prepare for the AP Environmental Science exam in May.
Physics: Grades 11-12; Prerequisite: Algebra 2 and Biology or equivalent, Chemistry or equivalent; Meets “D” Requirement

This course offers the student an opportunity to study Modern Physics with an emphasis on mechanics, sound, and electricity. Through classroom and laboratory work, the student studies the scientific principles which are at the basis of our technical and scientific age. This course fulfills UC requirements for a laboratory science.
*Advanced Placement Physics: Grades 11-12; Prerequisite: Completion of Biology, Chemistry, and Physics recommended. Summer work required; Meets “D” Requirement

This course will follow the guidelines and curriculum established by the College Board for AP Physics. This rigorous course will concentrate on electromagnetism, fluid mechanics, and modern physics. Laboratory exercises will be included and the course is designed to prepare students for the AP Physics exam in May.

COLLEGE PREP ELECTIVES
(Meet “A –G” Electives)

*Advanced Placement Psychology: Grades 10- 12; Selected by instructor based on academic record and maturity. Summer work required; Meets “G” Requirement

This course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major sub fields within psychology. Students learn about the methods implemented in psychology and the methods psychologists use in their science and practice. Students must be able to deal with controversial and adult topics, and a great deal of Biology. Students will prepare to take the AP Psychology exam in May.
Film As Integrated Art: Grades 9-12; No prerequisite; Meets G Requirement

Students will be introduced to a wide variety of the best and most entertaining movies ever made. All time periods from the silent era to the present and most countries with distinguished filmmakers will be represented. All major movie genres will be covered, such as film noir, historical epic, action/adventure, war, musical, fantasy, romantic and pure comedy, science fiction, horror, western, animation and documentary. In addition to viewing, class work will consist of Socratic discussions and periodic essays.

Film Production Workshop: Grades 9-12. No prerequisite; Meets F Requirement

This class is an eclectic film survey course where we screen a diverse range of films from Japanese Anime to documentaries, Academy Award winners to underground cult classics. In addition, students participate in hands-on, film making projects. Working in small crews, students go out and shoot short films which are then shown in class. Some students have uploaded their films to You Tube.

Journalism: High School: Grades 9-12. Prerequisite: Application and Interview; Meets “G” Requirement

High School Journalism offers instruction in the writing of news, features, editorials, and critical reviews.  Content includes the history of journalism, the study of current newspapers and magazines, and criteria for recognizing sound journalistic practices.  The student gains practice in interviewing and reporting interviews, copy reading, headline writing, layout, and proofreading. The major emphasis of the course is in the laboratory setting in which students will produce LACES Untied, the LACES school news magazine.
OTHER ELECTIVES
(Do not meet A-G requirements)
Academic Decathlon/ Mock Trial: Grades 9-12

The Academic Decathlon® is a ten-event scholastic competition for teams of high school students. Each high school enters a team of nine students: 3 "A" or Honor students, 3 "B" or Scholastic students, and 3 "C" or Varsity students. Academic Decathletes take 30 minute multiple choice tests in the subjects of Economics, Art, Music, Language and Literature, Mathematics, Science, and Social Science. In addition, each team member gives a planned 4 minute Speech and a 2 minute impromptu Speech, sits through a 7 minute Interview, and has 50 minutes to write an Essay. The only event open to the public is the Super Quiz Oral Relay which deals with either the Science or Social Science topic.
Advanced Team Sports: Grades 9-10; Prerequisite: Instructor approval; Priority will be given to 10th graders

This course is designed to accommodate high school athletes involved in competitive team sports. It is available to those who play any one of the sports offered at the school and offered during 7th period to allow athletes to participate in their selected sport(s) without having to miss a required academic subject.

AVID: Grades 9-11; Prerequisite: Teacher/Counselor recommendation

AVID is a program for students “in the middle” who are underachieving, under-represented, or first-generation college students. The course is designed for intelligent students who are not performing to their full potential and/or do not know how to do so. The AVID class provides support, academic monitoring, and tutoring. Led by college tutors, students participate in groups and are taught study skills, test preparation, time management, and the writing process. The goals of AVID are to give students college level entry skills, increase the “coping skills” of program participants, motivate students to seek a college education and increase the participants’ levels of career awareness. 

Cheerleading: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Application and Audition Required (Tryouts are after school in mid-May for students in Grades 8-11).

This is a year round commitment designed to promote school spirit at sporting events and competitions. Some after school practices and weekends are required.
Physical Conditioning: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Instructor Approval

This course will be a rigorous weight training and conditioning class. Students must be serious about working toward peak physical conditioning during the course or the student will be dropped from the class.

Yearbook: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Instructor approval required

This course is open to students with a background or interest in journalism, computer skills, art or photography. Students will work on problems and assignments designed to develop their appreciation for good design in page arrangements and literary content. The course provides practical experience in advertising, journalism, photography, graphic arts, research, computer-designed lay-outs and illustrations, typography and printing methods. Photographers will work closely with editors and writers to create ideas and develop them into meaningful and well designed pages for the school Yearbook. Occasional after school and evening work may be required to cover special events 

Work Experience: Grades 11-12; Prerequisite: Work/Study Coordinator’s approval

Students with part-time jobs may participate in Work Experience either 6th and/or 7th period. The major emphasis of this course is to provide students with part-time, paid employment and assist them in developing desirable work habits and attitudes in real jobs. Work permits are issued by the school and students and employers are required to abide by the specifications regarding the number of hours and days worked each week stated on the work permits
SERVICE RELATED ELECTIVES

(Do not meet A-G requirements)
College Peer Counseling: Grade 12, Prerequisite: Meet college eligibility standards, complete an after-school course to prepare for the duties as a College Peer Counselor and obtain College Counselor approval

College Peer Counselors work directly under the supervision of the College Counselor and must meet three important criteria: follow all school rules, maintain confidentiality of College Center information, and attend one College Center evening activity per semester. Duties also include meeting with and assisting college admissions representatives, summonsing students, working independently on college related assignments and assisting students, parents and staff in the College Center. College Peer Counselors will receive assistance completing college applications and meeting all college related deadlines under the individual supervision of the College Counselor.

Leadership: High School: Grades 9-12; Prerequisite: Requires application and interview processes before registering for this class

This Student Government class will promote an improved school environment by planning culturally sensitive school-wide events. The class will provide training in various management, critical thinking, and interpersonal skills. Course work includes attending events during and after school and learning how to create business proposals, schedules, and budgets.
Peer Counseling: Grade 9-12; Prerequisite: Personal written statement and two interviews

This course involves a select group of students who are educated about various student issues including student rights, gender identity, sexual health and communication skills. The class is designed to include members from a variety of backgrounds and experiences who can help their peers work through a variety of different issues.

Student Service (Teaching Assistant): Prerequisite: Counselor Approval; Students are limited to a maximum of one year during High School

This elective includes office service and classroom teacher assistance. Office service students will learn fundamental office procedures while assisting in the Attendance, Main, or Counseling offices. Teaching Assistants will have the opportunity to learn fundamental classroom procedures while assisting a teacher. 
